The Book of 2 Thessalonians

“Introduction!”

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4

I. Introduction:

A. Theme/Purpose of the Book:

1. Correct misconceptions concerning Christ's return:

a. Its Timing - It hadn’t happened.

b. Its Implications – It did not mean to be idle, but to work and serve.

B. Key Verse:

1. 2 Thess. 2:2 - That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

2. KJV Study Bible – “…he could see that many in the assembly were still very confused about the second coming of Christ. Paul even suggests the possibility that some are deliberately misrepresenting his teaching on this all important subject (2:2). The possibility of such a deception is supported by the counterfeit letters purportedly written by the apostle. He exhorts them to pay special attention to his signature, so that they may distinguish the genuine letters from the false (3:17).


a. This seems to indicate Paul did NOT write Hebrews, as he didn’t sign it.

b. There are still many who are confused about Christ’s Return.

II. Author, Scribe and Associate, vs. 1.

A. Paul -

1. Written from Corinth:

a. Acts 18:1-5 - After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;  And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them. And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers. And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.

B. Silvanus – 

1. Other references to him:

a. 2 Corinthians 1:19 - For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. 

a. He was a companion of Paul’s, like Timothy.

b. He preached at Corinth, and most likely elsewhere.

b. 1 Thess. 1:1 - Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians…
c. 1 Peter 5:12 - By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.

c. He was Paul’s scribe.

d. Galatians 6:11 - Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.

e. Romans 16:22 I - Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.

f. See end notes of 1 and 2 Corinthians

C. Timotheus –

1. His close, and often, companion.

2. 1 Timothy 1:2 - Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

III. Prayers in the Book:

A. Prayers in 2 Thessalonians.

1. Verse 1:3 – Possibly a reference to his personal prayers for them.

a. A Prayer of Praise.

2. Verse 1:11 – He prays always for them.

a. A Prayer for Purpose.

3. Verse 3:1 – His request for prayer from them.

a. A Prayer for Power

IV. Things in their lives he was thankful for:

A. Faith, vs. 3.

1. Faith Defined – Believe, trust, confidence.

a. Sure or Confidence example -  Romans 14:23 - And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

2. Faith Degrees – It is quantitative according to this verse.

a. 1 Thess. 4:1 – Indicating, perhaps that growing in faith means to more consistently exhibit in our lives.

b. Though a little faith is a powerful thing.

· Matthew 17:20 - And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

c. Mark 9:24 - And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

d. Luke 17:5 - And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

B. Charity, vs. 3. 

1. See also:

a. 1 Thess. 4:9-10 - But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;

b. 1 Peter 1:22 - Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

C. Hope/Endurance, vs. 4. 

1. See 1 Thess. 1:6 – They received the Word in great affliction.

a. And yet they preserved.

The Book of 2 Thessalonians

“The Righteous Judgment of God!”

2 Thessalonians 1:5-12
I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. The Author, Scribe and Associate:

a. Paul – 

b. Silvanus – 

c. Timotheus – 

2. Prayers in the Book:

a. A Prayer of Praise, vs. 1:3.

b. A Prayer of Purpose, vs. 1:11.

c. A Prayer of Power, vs. 3:1.

3. Things in their lives he was thankful for:

a. Faith – Confidence/Trust, Growing in means being more consistent in exercising it.

b. Charity – Love

c. Hope – Endurance, 1 Thes. 1:6 – They received the Word in much affliction.

B. This Message:

1. The Righteous Judgment of God.

a. The Purpose of this Judgment.

b. The Time of this Judgment.

c. The People of this Judgment.

d. The Nature of this Judgment.

II. The Righteous Judgment of God:

A. The Purpose of this Judgment, vs. 5-6.

1. Make those worthy for the kingdom, by them suffering (as Christ did).

a. And that they were called, because believers are called upon to suffer:

· Acts 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

· Romans 8:17-18 - And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

· Phil. 1:29-30 - For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

· Phil. 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

· 2 Timothy 2:12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

· James 1:2 - My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

2. God’s judgment is just and right, in light of the fact they persecuted believers.

a. See the following:

· Romans 1:18 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

3. Evidence there would be a future judgment by God.

a. To reward the righteous, who were persecuted.

b. To punish the wicked, who were the persecutors. 

· Do we instinctively understand this will take place?

· Illustration: Use of the word KARMA by people.

B. The Timing of this Judgment, vs. 7.

1. When will it happen:

a. When Jesus Returns.

b. We want it to be NOW:

· But it will not be.

· These are the “Times of the Gentiles.”

· Romans 11:25 - For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

2. God is longsuffering:

a. He was to those living in Noah’s day.

b. He was to the Egyptians.

c. He was to the Cannanites.

d. He was to the Babylonians.

C. The People of this Judgment, vs. 8.

1. Those being judged are those…

a. …Who troubled believers.

b. …Who knew not God.

c. …Who obey not the gospel.

2. See the following:

a. Revelation 6:10 - And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

D. The Nature of this Judgment, vs. 9.

1. It is Everlasting.

2. It is Outside of God’s Presence.

a. First death – Separation from body.

b. Second death – Separation from God.

The Book of 2 Thessalonians

“The Righteous Judgment of God!”

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
III. Introduction:

C. Previous Messages:

4. Introduction:

d. The Author, Scribe and Associate:

· Paul – 

· Silvanus – 

· Timotheus – 

e. Prayers in the Book:

· A Prayer of Praise, vs. 1:3.

· A Prayer of Purpose, vs. 1:11.

· A Prayer of Power, vs. 3:1.

f. Things in their lives he was thankful for:

· Faith – Confidence/Trust, Growing in means being more consistent in exercising it.

· Charity – Love

· Hope – Endurance, 1 Thes. 1:6 – They received the Word in much affliction.

5. The Righteous Judgment of God.

e. The Purpose of this Judgment.

· “…recompense them that trouble you.” Vs. 6.

f. The Time of this Judgment.

· When Christ comes.

g. The People of this Judgment.

· Those who troubled believers.

h. The Nature of this Judgment.

· Everlasting.

· Outside of God’s presence.

D. This Message:

1. A Prayer For the Thessalonian Saints.

a. That God would count them worthy of their calling.

b. That God would fulfill all the good pleasure of His will towards them.

c. That God would fulfill the work of faith in them with power.

d. That God would be glorified in them.

IV. A Prayer for the Thessalonian Saints (Context – Notice vs. 10):

A. That God would count them worthy of their calling.

1. Not all are WORTHY! This is obvious in the scriptures.

a. 2 Thess. 1:5 – Those who suffer are WORTHY.

· Acts 5:41 - And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.

b. Matthew 10:37 - He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

c. Matthew 10:38 - And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

d. 2 Timothy 2:19-21 – There are “…some to honour and some to DISHONOUR.”

e. 1 Cor. 3:11-15 – There are some who receive a reward and some who suffer loss.

f. Ephesians 4:1 - I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

g. Colossians 1:10 - That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

h. 1 Thess. 2:12 - That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

B. That God would fulfill all the good pleasure of His will towards them.

1. What others say:

a. Barnes - make the work of salvation complete and effectual

2. Parallel/Helpful Passages

a. Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

b. Ephesians 1:5 - Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

c. Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

3. To summarize:

a. God saves us and brings us to His desired end for us.

· He is responsible for who we become, if it is good.

C. That God would fulfill the work of faith in them with power.

1. Faith – Confidence in Him/Acting upon His promises.

a. When we do so. WE HAVE HIS POWER upon us.

· David and Goliath.

· Peter on water.

· Disciples and the Lame man.

D. That God would be glorified in them.

1. Liberty – “…Paul prayed that God would first count them worthy, and then fulfill His good pleasure in their lives. The result of the answer to this prayer will be that God will be glorified in the believers (by their good lives), and that the believers will be glorified in God. All this is accomplished by God’s wonderful grace.”

2. God’s Glory is man’s chief end.

The Book of 2 Thessalonians

“The Day of Christ!”

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

I. Introduction:

E. Previous Messages:

6. Introduction:

g. Three Men: Paul, Silvanus, Timotheus.

h. Three Prayers: A Prayer of Praise, Purpose, and Power.

i. Three Things in their lives he was thankful for: Faith, charity and Endurance.

7. The Righteous Judgment of God.

i. The Purpose of this Judgment.

j. The Time of this Judgment.

k. The People of this Judgment.

l. The Nature of this Judgment.

8. A Prayer For the Thessalonian Saints.

e. That God would count them worthy of their calling.

f. That God would fulfill all the good pleasure of His will towards them.

g. That God would fulfill the work of faith in them with power.

h. That God would be glorified in them.

F. This Message:

1. The Second Coming of Christ.

a. Preceding events:

· The Great Apostasy!

· The Temple Rebuilt!

· The Restrainer Removed!

II. Context:

A. They are troubled:


1. Evidently, thinking the day of Christ was at hand.

a. Christ vs. Lord:

· Lord - Greek word kurios 

· Christ – Greek word christos

b. Day of the Lord texts:

· Isaiah 13:6 - Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.

· Jeremiah 46:10 - For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates.

· Joel 2:11 - And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

· Amos 5:20 - Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?

· 1 Thess. 5:2-3 - For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

· 2 Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

2. Obviously, just because times are bad does not mean the day of Christ is at hand. They were bad then and that was not the case and we may very well expect the same things to be true in our generation. 

3. These passages necessitate a pre-tribulation rapture.

III. Preceding Events:

A. The Great Apostasy, vs. 1-3.

1. Falling away – Greek word apostasia, meaning a defection or falling away from.

a. Statistics show an increasing number of atheists and a decreasing number of even nominal Christians, let alone true genuine Bible believing people.

b. This should not surprise us.

· See 1 Timothy 4:1-3

· See 2 Timothy 3:1-13.

· See Matthew 24:4-8.

· Every dispensation has ended in failure. The Church age will end no differently.

B. The Restrainer Removed, vs. 3-12.

1. He “lets” or hinders Satan from  doing this today.

a. He, the restrainer, must be the Holy Ghost.

· His presence, through believers, will be gone after the rapture.

2. Then Satan will deceive.

a. See verses 9-

b. Revelation 13:1-5, 11-15.

C. The Temple Rebuilt, vs. 4.

1. These appears to be implied, as the antichrist would not be able to “sit in the temple” if there were no temple.

IV. Application: Be Ready but Be not troubled.

“Strong Delusion!”

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12
I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Events Proceeding the Day of Christ:

a. The Great Apostasy.

b. The Revealing of the antichrist.

c. The Rebuilding of the Temple.

B. This Message:

1. Then how would anyone be taken by surprise:

II. Parallel Passages:

A. Believers will not be (should not be) surprised:

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-8

a. vs. 1 - But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.

2. Matthew 24:3 – Jesus was clear about what is to transpire.

a. Matthew 24:32-34 - Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.

B. But Prophecy tells us MANY will be deceived:

1. Revelation 13:7-8, 11-14, 16-17.

III. If This is all plainly revealed, HOW CAN THEY BE SO EASILY DECIEVED?

A. See our text:

1. Strong Delusion.

B. Yet, I don’t believe this is a forced thing by God, whereby they have no free will.

1. This is the result of a constant rejection of God and His Word:

a. Your heart grows cold.

b. Your heart grows hard.

2. See the following:

a. Psalm 81:11 - But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. So I gave them up unto their own hearts' lust: and they walked in their own counsels.

b. Psalm 109:17 - As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him.

c. Romans 1:21-24 - Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God…Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:
“Stand Fast!”

2 Thessalonians 2:15-17

I. Therefore:

A. The truth expressed in the verse is predicated upon the following:

1. Jesus is Coming, vs. 1.

2. Jesus has not come yet, vs. 2.

3. Jesus’ coming is proceeded by a great falling away, vs. 3.

4. Jesus’ coming is proceeded by the revealing of the anti-christ, vs. 3-9.

5. Those who rejected the truth will believe a lie, vs. 10-11.

6. Because the saved have been chosen and called, vs. 13-14.

I. Stand Fast:

A. See these Passages:

1. Ps 89:28 - My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him. 

a. Meaning – It is for ever more (Notice the Parallelism).

2. Psalm 111:8 - They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.
a. Meaning – Unchanging.
3. 1 Corinthians 16:13 - Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

a. Meaning – Watch (be vigilant), be brave, be strong (Don’t back down)

4. Galatians 5:1 - Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

a. Meaning – Don’t move (from the truth)

5. Philippians 1:27 - Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

a. Meaning – Remain (Striving together, whether he is present or not)

6. Philippians 4:1 - Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

a. Meaning - Stay

7. 1 Thessalonians 3:8 - For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

a. Meaning – Stay or remain.

8. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 - Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

a. Meaning – All of the Above!! See below:
B. Greek Word:

1. (stay'-ko) - From the perfect tense of G2476; to be stationary, that is, (figuratively) to persevere: - stand (fast).
C. Summary:

1. Don’t change

2. Don’t back down

3. Don’t move/retreat

4. Remain/Stay/Persevere

5. FOREVER MORE!
“Stand Fast!”

2 Thessalonians 2:15-17

II. Therefore:

A. The truth expressed in the verse is predicated upon the following:

1. Jesus is Coming, vs. 1.

2. Jesus has not come yet, vs. 2.

3. Jesus’ coming is proceeded by a great falling away, vs. 3.

4. Jesus’ coming is proceeded by the revealing of the anti-christ, vs. 3-9.

5. Those who rejected the truth will believe a lie, vs. 10-11.

6. Because the saved have been chosen and called, vs. 13-14.

II. Stand Fast:

A. See these Passages:

1. Ps 89:28 - My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him. 

b. Meaning – It is for ever more (Notice the Parallelism).

2. Psalm 111:8 - They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.
a. Meaning – Unchanging.
3. 1 Corinthians 16:13 - Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

a. Meaning – Watch (be vigilant), be brave, be strong (Don’t back down)

4. Galatians 5:1 - Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

a. Meaning – Don’t move (from the truth)

5. Philippians 1:27 - Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

a. Meaning – Remain (Striving together, whether he is present or not)

6. Philippians 4:1 - Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

a. Meaning - Stay

7. 1 Thessalonians 3:8 - For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

a. Meaning – Stay or remain.

8. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 - Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

a. Meaning – All of the Above!! See below:
B. Greek Word:

1. (stay'-ko) - From the perfect tense of G2476; to be stationary, that is, (figuratively) to persevere: - stand (fast).
C. Summary:

1. Don’t change

2. Don’t back down

3. Don’t move/retreat

4. Remain/Stay/Persevere

5. FOREVER MORE!
“A Prayer for Power!”

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. Stand Fast: According to the context of other passages it means:

a. Don’t Move/Unchanging

b. Don’t retreat - Watch, be brave, be strong.

c. Don’t move

d. Don’t waiver but Remain

e. Don’t leave but Stay

f. Forevermore. 

B. This Message:

1. A Prayer of Power:

2. I have references three prayers in our study of this book:

a. A Prayer of Praise, 1:3. (For God’s work in their lives)

b. A Prayer of Purpose, 1:11. (God’s purposes would be fulfilled in them)

c. A Prayer of Power, 3:1.

II. He Requests Prayer, vs. 1.

A. “Finally, brethren, pray for us.”

1. Perhaps, we take it for granite, but we are to pray for one another.

a. The plea is to the BRETHREN.

III. He Requests a Specific Prayer, vs. 1.

A. “…that the word of the Lord may have free course…”

1. What does “free course” mean?

a. Literally, according to Strong’s Concordance – to run or walk hastily

b. To not be hindered.

· Examples of having “free course:”

· Baseball field: Grade dirt, cut grass, cover during storms.

· Swimmers: Caps, aqua suits, shave hair.

· Golfers: Remove clod, stomp down a heap.

· Speed records: in the desert, where nothing will get in the way.

2. Doesn’t this then suggest there are obstacles to the Word of the Lord?

a. What, then, are those obstacles:

· The Devil - Steals, Matthew 13:18-19.

· The Flesh - Suffocates, Matthew 13:20-21.

· The World - Starves, Matthew 13:2-23.

b. Verses which demonstrate what happens when the Word has free course:

· Acts 6:7 - And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

· Souls are saved.

· Acts 12:24 - But the word of God grew and multiplied.

· God’s enemies are silences.

· Acts 19:18-20 - And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

· Sins are confessed and repented of.

c. See also:

· Ephesians 6:19 - And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

B. “…and be glorified, even as it is with you.”

1. The following verse sheds some light upon what is meant here:

a. Acts 13:48 - And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

2. See also:

a. 1 Thessalonians 2:1 - For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:

b. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 - For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

IV. Application/Conclusion:

A. Will You Pray for Power:

1. That the Word would have free course (free from all obstacles)!

2. That the Word would be glorified (by being believed.)

B. Will you glorify the Word by believing it and acting upon it.

“Unreasonable Men!”

1 Thessalonians 3:1-5

I. Introduction:

A. Previous Message:

1. A Prayer for Power:

a. The word of the lord may have free course:

· to run or walk hastily.

· Not be hindered

b. Obstacles to the Word having free course:

· The Devil, who Steals.

· The Flesh, which suffocates.

· The World, which Starves.

c. What happens when the Word has free course:

· Souls are saved, Acts 6:7.

· God’s enemies are Silences, Acts 12:24.

· Sins are confessed and repented of, Acts 19:18-20.

2. How can the word be glorified by us?

a. By believing it.

B. This Message:

1. Unreasonable Men!

a. This could also be included in the list of things that HAPPENS WHEN THE WORD OF THE LORD HAS FREE COURSE.

· SOME WILL TRY TO OPPOSE IT.

II. Unreasonable Men:

B. What does the word ‘unreasonable’ mean?

1. Strong’s - From G1 (as a negative particle) and G5117; out of place, that is, (figuratively) improper, injurious, wicked: - amiss, harm, unreasonable.

2. Passages that use this Greek word:

a. Luke 23:41 - And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. (Jesus on the Cross)

· In this context the word speaks of something criminal, worthy of punishment.

b. Acts 28:6 - Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

· In this context the word speaks of hurtful.

c. Acts 25:5 - Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him. (Paul and Festus)

· In this context the word again speaks of something worthy of punishment.

C. What are some examples of unreasonable men?

1. Acts 13:46-52.

a. Notice this was a time when the Word appeared to have “free course.”

· As it says it was “glorified,” vs. 49.

· As it says it was “published,” vs. 50.

b. But this work of God accomplished without a response from unreasonable men.

· Vs. 50 – “But the Jews stirred up…”

· Notice also, 14:1-7, 19.

c. Notice: The context SUGGESTS EXACTLY WHAT IS BEING TALKED ABOUT IN OUR TEXT.

· First, there is reference to the success of the preached word of God.

· Secondly, there is reference to the response by “unreasonable” men.

2. 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16.

a. See 1:5-9.

· The Word came in GREAT POWER, it had FREE COURSE, vs. 5.

· They believed it, glorifying it, vs. 6.

· They were changed, vs. 7-8.

· They BELIVED THE WORD, 2:13

b. Then there was push back from UNREASONABLE MEN, vs. 2:14-16.

III. Application:

A. Don’t Expect, even in the face of great victories and success, to be unopposed.

1. Instead, pray that God would deliver from “unreasonable men.”

a. As Jesus says in the model Prayer:

· Matthew 6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

